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FOCUS ON 
PLASTICS 

 
Worldwide over 80 million tonnes of plastic is produced 
each year.  New Zealand plastic manufacturers use less 
than 0.3% of this plastic. The volume of plastic recycled In 
New Zealand has increased dramatically in the last 
decade.  18% of all plastic packaging was recycled in 
New Zealand in 2000 but this will continue to increase as 
more individuals, businesses and Councils start sorting 
their rubbish.  There are now over 500 different types of 
plastic - but the six on the plastics identification code are 
the most commonly used. 7-12% of waste in landfills is 
plastic by weight, or up to 20% by volume.  Where 
recycling is not yet available, compacting plastic waste 
can reduce this volume considerably.  Plastics are inert by 
nature and because of this often provide valuable stability 
in landfills. 
  
Plastic products are normally much lighter in weight so 
there are immediate energy savings - think about the 
weight of a truck delivering glass bottles in comparison to 
one with plastic.  Plastic also melts at lower temperatures 
so requires less energy to form and mould into 
products. The key benefits of plastics identified by the 
UNEP (2001) are: 
 

• Less material is used in given applications  
• Less energy is used in production  
• Less fuel is used in transport and handling  
• Less pollutants are produced through 

manufacture and use  
• Less end of life waste is produced  
• Low permeability  
• Resistance to chemicals  
• Resistance to impact  
• Resistance to moisture  
• Resistance to fire 

Plastics New Zealand assists businesses by: 
  

o voluntarily labeling plastic products with the 
plastic id code. 

o giving them advice when deciding on a type of 
plastic packaging based on the environmental 
pros and cons. 

o helping them identify what their plastic waste is 
made from.  

o referring them on to plastic recyclers. 
o providing technical plastics information and 

support. 
o helping them source New Zealand made plastic 

products. 

Did you know: There is a high demand for most 
commercial cling and shroud wraps - these are 
easily recycled with companies collecting in all 
main centres. Over 6,500 tonnes of clean commercial 
film was recycled in 2000. 

Contact details : 

Carolyn Cox 
Environmental Affairs Manager 
Plastics New Zealand 
P O Box 76 378 
Manukau City 
09 262 3773 ext 104 
carolyn.c@plastics.org.nz 

 The Plastics New Zealand information and education 
website is www.plastics.org.nz.  It is being updated at the 
end of the year.  The E-commerce site 
www.plasticsnz.com puts businesses in direct contact 
with New Zealand plastic manufacturers to source plastic 
products.  

 

PLASTICS MASS BALANCE SURVEY 2000  
Summary of Plastics Recycling in New Zealand 

NZ Plastics Recycling 1997 - 2000
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1997 1998 1999 2000 
 Resin Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 

1 PET * * * 4772 

2 HDPE    5736 

3 PVC    2180 

4 LDPE    5229 

5 PP    574 

6 PS    978 

7 
Mixed Industrial 
Film    1340 

8 Other    5893 

 TOTAL 11070 10770 18658 26702 

 * Data not collected 

For definitions, please refer to the Plastics Recycling 
Code -  available from Carolyn Cox  

mailto:carolyn.c@plastics.org.nz
http://www.plastics.org.nz/
http://www.plasticsnz.com/


Contact Us:  Email:  enquiries@businesscare.org.nz Website:  http://www.businesscare.org.nz/ Phone:  (04) 801 9162 
 

DB WRAPS UP THEIR PLASTIC 
DB Breweries Limited has rescued at least 2,000 bins 
of plastic shrink and shroud wrap from landfill over the last 
three years.  This is over 100 tonnes of plastic material 
that has been reprocessed into new plastic products.   

DB Breweries constantly reviews it waste products and in 
1999 decided to find a customer for it’s plastic wastage 
because of the sheer volume and the risk to the 
environment of not managing this waste effectively.  

Every week empty bottles wrapped in plastic film arrive at 
DB Breweries to be filled with beer.  DB has no use for 
the plastic wrap and to reduce their waste they needed to 
find someone who could recycle it.  Astron Plastics 
Limited came to the rescue providing DB with separate 
bins that are collected and emptied.   

The recovered plastic wrap is reprocessed in Auckland to 
make a product called Slipall, an innovative hybrid of a 
pallet and slipsheet for commercial use.  This product won 
three highly commended awards at the 2001 Packaging 
Awards and is a great example of closing the loop with 
commercial plastic waste.  

DB Breweries is one of the New Zealand’s largest 
employers. It has four breweries located throughout the 
country and is committed to its environmental policy 
states; “the company will seek to understand and be 
responsive to how it affects the environment and the 
society in which it operates. 

DB sees reducing waste as another way they can make a 
positive contribution to the environment and to the people 
in the nearby communities whose lives it affects. DB 
recycles as much as much product as possible including 
plastics, water, cardboard packaging, yeast extracts, 
spent grain, and aluminum.   

For more information on plastic recycling contact: Sue 
O’Leary, at Astron Plastics: 09 273 1160 or Carolyn Cox 
at Plastics New Zealand 09 262 3773 ext. 104. 

 

NEW PLASTICS RECYCLING CODES 

New Codes have been published and are available from 
Plastics New Zealand. 

Mailto:carolync@plastics.org.nz  

 

RECYCLING OF PLASTICS 

A working group has been established to look at some 
specific plastic recycling contamination issues.  For more 
information contact:  

Melissa Arsenault of RONZ  on 09 488 9449 or 
mel@ronz.org.nz 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PLASTICS 
RECYCLING SURVEY 

Talking of Australia – the results of a national plastics 
recycling survey carried out in 2001on behalf of the 
Plastics and Chemicals Association of Australia is 
available from www.pacia.org.au 

Carolyn cox is currently completing the same survey for 
plastics recycling in New Zealand and the results will be 
published at the end of the year. 

 
  

NZ GOVERNMENT APPROACH TO 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

The government wants to ensure that people have an 
opportunity to engage with a sustainable development 
strategy   

The government has decided to follow the following 
process. Before the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (August 2002), the government will publish 
a report on its approach to sustainable development, 
along with a retrospective look at New Zealand's 
sustainable development since the Rio conference in 
1992. At the same time the government statistician will 
publish the first ever New Zealand set of sustainable 
development indicators. They will be a prototype for 
development after consultation and review. 

Following the summit, there will be a report back to the 
community on what the summit achieved. Combined with 
the review of the indicators work and comment on the 
government report, this process of engagement will form 
the basis of a fully developed strategy with timelines and 
targets. 

The timetable considered by cabinet previously was to 
have a strategy completed before the summit but that 
would have allowed only 3 weeks for consultation. Rather 
than regard the summit as a 'full-stop', this sequence 
makes it clear it is a step along the way. 

Source:  Dr. Steve Thompson, Chief Executive, 
The Royal Society of New Zealand, PO Box 598, 
ellington, NZ.   mailto: steve.thompson@rsnz.org   

Ph: +64 4 472 7421 DDI: 470- 5757 Fax: 473 1841 
http://www.rsnz.org 

 

  BUSINESS SOUTH AUSTRALIA  
“ embracing waste minisation” 

  
To more actively promote waste minimisation and 
improved environmental management to industry, the 
South Australia EPA has entered into a MoU with 
Business SA. The Agreement sets out a program to be 
managed by Business SA (the State's peak industry 
representative body), working closely with staff from the 
EPA. It aims to develop and provide eco-efficiency and 
waste minimisation information, education materials and 
training courses for industry, as well as to encourage the 
development of industry codes of practice. For more 
information see: http://www.business-
sa.com.au/03_services/page/environment.asp 
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